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He Whakaputanga (which can be translated as ‘an emergence’) was signed on 28 
October 1835 by 34 rangatira. Over the next three and a half years, a further 18 
rangatira – from the north and further afield – were to add their moko, signatures, 
and marks.  

In the text, the rangatira asserted their tino rangatiratanga over the parts of New 
Zealand north of Hauraki (the mouth of the River Thames). 

Referring to their gathering as ‘te Wakaminenga o nga Hapu o Nu Tireni’ (‘the United 
Tribes of New Zealand’ in the English text), they declared that all mana and 
kīngitanga (‘all Sovereign Power and Authority’) in respect of their territories resided 
with them. They agreed to meet annually at Waitangi to frame ‘ture’ or laws for the 
purposes of justice, peace, good order, and trade. They also asserted that no one 
else could frame laws for their territories, and no one else could exercise powers of 
government unless appointed by them and acting under their authority. 

Finally, in return for their protection of British subjects in their territory, they sought 
the King’s protection against threats to their mana. 

When the English text was forwarded to Britain, Busby described the document as a 
declaration that the rangatira had united their tribes into one independent state. 

The Secretary of State for War and Colonies, Lord Glenelg, acknowledged the request 
for protection of this ‘Infant State’, and gave an assurance – in the King’s name – that 
Britain would act with goodwill towards the rangatira, and offer support and 
protection, so long as that was consistent with British rights and interests. 

[EXTRACT FROM MURIWHENUA REPORT (1987) by Waitangi Tribunal] 

 

MCCULLY AND MEI 

MATIU BESIDE THE 

HEADSTONE OF OUR 

TUPUNA RANGATIRA, 

TE MORENGA, WHO 

SIGNED HE 

WAKAPUTANGA O TE 

RANGATIRATANGA O 

NU TIRENI ON 28TH 

OCTOBER 1835 - 180 

YEARS AGO TODAY. 



NGATI KAHU RANGATIRATANGA IN ACTION IN THE 21ST CENTURY  

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTICE TO CEASE AND DESIST OIL EXPLORATION AND DRILLING – pp 1 - 5 





 

 

  



NGATI KAHU HAPU STATEMENT ON MINING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES – 

RELEASED 28 APRIL 2012; 

RE-RELEASED 11 AUGUST 2013 


