
GO FLY A KITE 

 

For some time now Chris Finlayson has been flying kites for the crown amongst the iwi of Te 

Hiku o Te Ika, gauging how much he can get away with and who will support him against 

Ngāti Kahu.  

 

In August he wrote instructing Ngāti Kahu to comply with Crown deadlines about providing 

information relating to the settlement of the other four iwi. Last month he wrote again 

saying he has now decided how to extinguish (not settle) Ngāti Kahu’s claims.  

 

He intends to vest a lot of Ngāti Kahu lands in other iwi; Rangiāniwaniwa (kura kaupapa and 

airport), Te Make (the Sweetwater farm), Te Hiku forest lands as far north as Hukatere, and 

several properties in Kaitāia and Takahue. On top of that, he has withdrawn more than 60 

other properties altogether that were in the Ngāti Kahu and Te Rarawa agreements in 

principle, saying the Crown wants to keep them (presumably to sell). In any event they have 

disappeared off the ever-shortening list of lands the crown is willing to transfer to the other 

iwi. 

 

With regard to Rangiāniwaniwa, Finlayson instructs that the land will be transferred in a 

50:50 split to Ngāi Takoto and Ngāti Kahu.  But, until Ngāti Kahu behave like good Mowries, 

the crown will hang on to the Ngāti Kahu share.  And if Ngāti Kahu are still being bad 

Mowries 36 months later, then the crown will transfer the Ngāti Kahu share to Ngāi Takoto.  

So, if Ngāi Takoto waits long enough, they can swoop in and take all of Rangiāniwaniwa.  

Never mind that the two whānau from whom it was taken during WW2 are still living right 

next to Rangiāniwaniwa; the Erstich and Pōpata whānau of Ngāti Kahu.  Fortunately we can 

rely on the rank and file Ngāi Takoto not to fly that kite. 

 

But wait, there’s more. Finlayson has also decided he must protect Far North District 

Council’s $1 per annum lease on more than half of Rangiāniwaniwa.  Never mind that the 

lease doesn’t expire until 2013 or that he has no title on the land.  Never mind that it still 

belongs to Patukōraha and Ngāi Tohianga hapū of Ngāti Kahu and Ngāi Takoto.  And never 

mind that the council is lead by a man who, when told in 2008 that the land was going back 

to Ngāti Kahu and Ngāi Takoto, said there was no way Mowry could ever own an airport.   

 

The legal owners of Rangiāniwaniwa met last Thursday and reaffirmed that they are happy 

for both the airport and the kura kaupapa to remain on their land.  But it is they who will 

determine the terms of the renewed leases.   

 

As for crown and council, they will get their answers in the Waitangi Tribunal soon enough.  

Until then, they are invited to take their racist whim, will and purported authority over all 

iwi including Ngāti Kahu, and go fly a kite.  


